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-WARRENadopted October 2016

“IS ABOUT LIFE,
THE FMSPCA

SECOND CHANCES,

DIGNITY, AND

“

WELL-BEING
We connect and
make friends for life.

- Tara Clarke
Executive Director

our mission

stronger together
You’ve heard it said so many times: Together, we can do great things. But I’ve witnessed
firsthand what is possible when many work together for the betterment of our community and it is inspiring.
2016 marked my seventh year on the board of the Fort McMurray SPCA and together
with our community we have made so many things possible for the animals that come
through our doors. No matter the challenges we have faced as a social profit organization, one thing has never changed - we are here because of you.

- George Rowe, President
FMSPCA Board of Directors

I’m proud to be a part of such a dedicated team. A team that strives for excellence, a team
that embodies service, working hard day in and day out to make a difference across the
region.

At the Fort McMurray SPCA we have always been dedicated to the animals that have
found themselves at our door. We made a promise long ago - they are safe here. Our
organization is about life, second chances, dignity and well-being. But the truth is, the
FMSPCA is about connecting lives for the betterment of companion animals and their
family members together.
We are proud to say that adopting from our local animal shelter is a growing choice for so
many in our region who are looking for the companionship, connection and health benefits
that animals bring into our lives and choosing to adopt those vibrant, deserving, healthy
animals we have provided a temporary shelter to until they meet you - their special someone.
This report provides a look back at some of the work we did in 2016. Thank you for volunteering, for adopting, for supporting our programs and attending our fundraising events.
We couldn’t make a difference without you!
- Tara Clarke
Executive Director

Every animal is valued
through dignity and respect in
all communities within our region.

SAVING LIVES

who we are
did you know?

Multi pet
households are
common in
RMWB

6.5 out
of 10
have m ore t ha n
one p et i n t heir
household!

From FMSPCA Community Impact Survey

2016 marked my fifth year as Executive Director for the Fort McMurray SPCA and despite
the life changing challenges the year held for all of us there was never a time I was prouder
to play a role in serving our community and our pet owning families.

adopted April 2016

DIFFERENCE -

The Fort McMurray SPCA is supported solely by contributions, bequests, grants (when
we are lucky enough to receive them) as well as adoption and other service fees. We
receive no federal funding for our programs and services. Everything we are able to do
for the animals in our care is because you gave to provide a safe haven in our community.
You are more than a donor at the FMSPCA, you are their lifeline.
Last year was a transformative time for all of us and certainly one for our region’s only
animal shelter. Thank you for standing with us, for pulling for us, for supporting us so that
we could be stronger together. We hope we made you proud in 2016.

-BUTTERSCOTCH-

MAKING A

our vision

The Fort McMurray Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(FMSPCA) is a non-profit society
within the Societies Act of Alberta
and a Registered Charity. Created in
1978, the Society works to educate,
advocate, and promote respect,
compassion and humane treatment
towards all animals. The FMSPCA
(the
“Society”)
serves
to
strengthen the understanding of
relevance and need for the
humane treatment of
animals; an integral part of
enhancing the overall
well-being of all members
of our community.

Our 2016 Board of Directors

-CHAMPIONadopted April 2016

{

George Rowe, President
Natalie Kemeny, Vice President
Nibal Yamout, Treasurer
Rachel Schroeder, Secretary
Blair Fudge, Director 1
Terri Ward, Director 2
Tammy Sharkey, Director 3
Andrew Wilcox, Director 4
Braden Hermus, Director 5

-TRUDYadopted January 2016

meeting your match
can change everything

stories

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
LIFELONG BEST FRIENDS,
NEWFOUND FAMILIES

-RUFIOadopted February 2016

Taken into
care:

123 Felines

+

189 Canines

268 animals found forever homes
through our comprehensive
adoption program in 2016
4 animals were
born in-shelter

20 animals were
transferred to partner
rescues in 2016

-OREGANO-

-BUD-

adopted December 2016

adopted February 2016

-CHANTILLYadopted October 2016

FOSTER CARE helps save lives
Foster volunteers play a vital role for
the Fort McMurray SPCA. These
volunteers open their hearts and
homes to animals who are not yet
ready for adoption. Animals who
require foster care may be too young
for adoption, sick or injured, need
specific behaviour therapy, or are
very stressed at the shelter and do
much better in a home environment,
allowing their true personalities to

Foster volunteers provide temporary care in their homes until the
animals are ready for adoption. The
length of stay in a foster home can
vary anywhere from two weeks to
two months; spending time in a
loving home environment sets them
up for success in their future adoptive homes.

in 2016

The FMSPCA also has a unique
program to bring pet companionship to local seniors. Our 9
Lives program pairs seniors
who would like to have a pet
with senior adoptable animals,
usually cats, that could benefit
from a home of their own.
Through this program, all
food and veterinary
costs
are

In 2016 the FMSPCA expanded this
program with the Northern Lights
Health Foundation. Cleo, a senior cat
who was not successfully being
chosen for adoption, is now a happy
resident on the 4th floor of the
hospital where she keeps local
resident seniors company. Cleo is
even equipped with a special collar so
that she can’t explore the other floors
of the hospital, but can enjoy free
range on the 4th floor.

FOSPICE

come out.

37
animals were
provided foster homes

9 lives

WE MADE

The FMSPCA provides all
supplies and veterinary
care;
foster
parents
provide much needed love
and basic care such as
feeding, exercise, grooming, socialization.
provided, as well as regular
check-ups to ensure everyone
is enjoying the companionship.
Pet companionship has many
benefits both for humans and
pets in their golden years and
the FMSPCA is proud to offer
this program, with support
from the RMWB, that respects
our seniors, both two legged
and four.

-CLEO-

end of life hospice care
Fospice supports shelter animals diagnosed with a
life-limiting, non-contagious illness. While these
animals are not suffering, their medical condition
and poor prognosis prevents the FMSPCA from
seeking adoptive homes.
Our Fospice Parents open their hearts and homes to
shelter animals with a life-limiting terminal illness
giving homeless animals the opportunity to live out
their lives in a loving home. These volunteer Fospice
Parents work with us to determine the animal’s
quality of life and when the time has come to say
goodbye. We provide food, medications and medical support through the FMSPCA in-shelter clinic.
This is the chance to give a shelter animal the greatest gift of all—a loving
home at the end of its life.

-BRADLEYCame into our care at
14 years old
and was diagnosed with
kidney failure, entered
fospice home Feb 2016

CARING FOR
THE ANIMALS

IN-SHELTER

clinic
74 Felines

+

SPAY & NEUTER
SURGERIES
Dr Carolyn Levitz
FMSPCA Vet

585
Vaccinations

WHO FIND THEMSELVES
AT OUR DOOR

302
Microchips

4
EKG

93
Lab tests

-SAMMI200th surgery in the
shelter clinic October 2016

142 Canines

74
Xrays

131
SNAP tests

167
Rabies shots
Felines Euthanized - 2
Canines Euthanized Medical - 1
Canine Euthanized Behaviour - 3

everything we are able to do in our clinic to help animals
is because YOU helped us Raise the Woof to build it!

Because the FMSPCA now has an in-shelter animal health and preventative medicine clinic, we are able to provide high quality medical
intervention and care to the animals who find themselves at our door
helping the animals achieve wellness during their stay with us and as
they are welcomed into their forever homes - connecting lives and
making a difference.

59 other procedures were also undertaken in our clinic
from removing a fish hook, shaving an animal, ingrown and dew claw procedures,
tail amputations, biopsies, hernias and dental treatments.

ISABELLA

PAWS FUND

the lives you saved

Brought in to the shelter in April 2016, 3 month old
Bravery was in shock and pain after being found
injured and abandoned on the highway by a Good
Samaritan.
Dr. Carolyn Levitz provided emergency treatment
for Bravery whose gums were pulled off her jaw
bone and had her left leg dangling. Bravery
underwent treatment to repair her mouth and
xrays revealed that both of her hind legs were
broken in addition to her pelvis being fractured.
In May 2016, Bravery was safely evacuated during
the wildfire and recovered in foster care before
being adopted weeks later. Fully recovered from
her injuries, Bravery is enjoying life to the fullest in
her forever home and even has a new sibling to
keep her energized and happy. All of her treatment, physio and recovery was
made possible by your donations to our Isabella Paws Fund.
Tinsel was only 8lbs when he
arrived at the shelter in December 2016 with pneumonia in the
front left lung lobe, a broken toe,
parvo positive and carpal laxity
which resulted in his ligaments

being very loose due to never walking
on proper footing because he was
living in cold conditions outside.
His prognosis was very grave and the staff
and Dr. Levitz worked tirelessly to do
everything they could to give him any
chance of survival. Within 8 weeks Tinsel
had gained weight and started showing
signs of improvement. After spending some time in foster with Dr.
Levitz, Tinsel moved into a volunteer
foster home so they could work on his remaining
recovery as well as some basic training to prepare
him for being adopted into a forever home.
During those 4 weeks in foster care his
family fell so in love with him that they
adopted this special boy into their
family for good. Without donations to
our Isabella Paws Fund, Tinsel’s
extensive treatment would not have
been possible.
-TINSEL (now KAI)-

adopted into a
forever home fully
recovered March 2017

-BRAVERY (now AVERY)-

adopted into a forever home
fully recovered July 2016

-BRAVERY-

taken into care in
April 2016

-TINSEL-

taken into
care in
December 2016

our program
ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2016
FEE FREE OWNER SURRENDER PROGRAM
As part of the Fort McMurray SPCA’s
continuum of program supports to the
community, the organization began a
fee free surrender program in July 2016
accepted owner surrendered companion animals at no cost, this service will
continue until June 2017 at which time
an assessment will be conducted to
determine if the program should be
extended. This initiative was instituted

215 surrenders

to ensure pet owning households who
may be disproportionately impacted by
the wildfire due to the inability to find
pet friendly accommodation, financial
hardship or changes within family units
had the opportunity to humanely
surrender their pet and provide their
companion animal the opportunity to be
rehomed through the FMSPCA’s
comprehensive adoption program.

July - December 2016

THE ANIMAL SAFE HAVEN PROGRAM has
been created to provide temporary homes to
animals that are part of families
fleeing abusive and violent
situations or for those
who for medical reasons
are unable to provide
animals were
care while hospitalized.
assisted through
It is not easy to leave an
the ASH Program
abusive
or
violent
in 2016
relationship and it can be
more difficult when there is
fear for the family pet. We
provide them with a shelter from the storm.

five

wood buffalo

FOOD
BANK

-1151 residents served
-2124 dogs were helped
-988 cats were helped
-186 other animals
were helped

FORT MCMURRAY SPCA AND WOOD BUFFALO
FOOD BANK PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM KEEPING
FAMILIES TOGETHER

OVER

69%

of animals taken in through the
fee free owner surrender program
July -December 2016 had
not been spayed or neutered
and were provided treatment
& vaccinations through our
in-shelter clinic prior to adoption.

2016

NAME Program

program
statistics

NORTHERN ANIMAL MANAGEMENT & EDUCATION PROGRAM
Many regional rural communities
experience
companion
animal
overpopulation resulting in safety
concerns and unrest amongst local
residents. The FMSPCA’s groundbreaking Northern Animal Management and Education (NAME)
program provides solution based
services that addresses humane
education, animal care supplies,
medical treatment and intervention
as well as assists communities in
establishing humane animal best
practices. The program undertakes
large scale spay and neuter clinics
while at the same time taking into
our care any unwanted companion
animals who are then transported to
the shelter, provided medical care,
behavioral assessment and enrichment in order to prepare the
animals for joining our adoption
program. The NAME program
provides a spectrum of solution
based services tailored specifically
to the needs assessed and identified
in each community resulting in
strategic relationships that address
the very real challenge of pet
overpopulation.
Since 2014, hundreds of companion
animals have been treated and have
their own ID so that they can carry
their own vital information such
as vaccinations and home
address, which offer piece of
mind to both pet owners and
community residents.
Through safe surrender
the FMSPCA accepts
unwanted and nuisance
companion animals in
partner communities,
animals are transported
to our facility, provided
medical care, behavioral

assessment and enrichment in order
to prepare the animals for joining
our adoption program.
The NAME program provides a
spectrum of solution based services
tailored specifically to the needs
assessed and identified in each
community resulting in strategic
relationships that address the very
real challenge of pet overpopulation. Currently the Fort McMurray
SPCA provides support and
resources through the NAME
program to Fort McKay First
Nation, Chipewyan Prairie Dene
First Nation, the Fort Chipewyan
area, Conklin and most recently Fort
McMurray First Nation #468.

RURAL COMMUNITIES
NORTHERN ANIMAL MANAGEMENT & EDUCATION PROGRAM

FORT MCKAY:
Serving Since: October 2014
In community wellness clinic January 2015, served 65
domestic animals included 40 free spay/neuter coupons
provided by Brion Energy and BP
112 domestic animals surrendered from the community
since January 2015, 34 surrendered in 2016
Elders and Low Income Pet Food Program delivered more
than 5000 pounds of pet food in 2016
Safety: Helped community create responsible
Pet Ownership By-Law
Tentative Spay/Neuter Clinic June 2017
CPDFN:
Serving Since: May 2015
5 in community visits in 2016
Elders and Low Income Pet Food Program delivered more
than 10,000 pounds of pet food in 2016
80 domestic animals surrendered from the community
since May 2015, 43 surrendered in 2016
Tentative Spay/Neuter Clinic June 2017
FORT CHIPEWYAN:
Serving since January 2014
14 domestic animals surrendered from the
community in 2015,
8 surrendered in 2016
Safety: Provided equipment and supplies for the humane
& safe apprehension of domestic animals
FMFN #468:
Serving since January 2016
Tentative Spay/Neuter clinic June 2017
Elders and Low Income Pet Food Program delivered more
than 6,000 lbs of pet food in 2016
Health: 3 in community visits in 2016
CONKLIN:
Serving since January 2016
Two animal rescue transports in
October and November 2016
Elders and Low Income Pet Food Program delivered more
than 343 lbs of pet food in 2016
7 domestic animals surrendered in 2016

pawsitive thank you to our donors
PARTNERS

From birthday parties to coat checks,
craft and bake sales, potluck parties,
golf tournaments and more - thank you
to everyone who supported the Fort
McMurray SPCA by becoming a Pawsitive Partner and hosting a 3rd party
fundraising event. Whether you are an
individual, or part of a larger group
such as a community organization,
school group, or business, you
helped make a Pawsitive difference
for the animals.

ANGEL DONORS
over $5000
Alan Quesnel Family Foundation
Alberta SPCA
Armin Martens
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Calgary Foundation
Canadian Red Cross
ConocoPhillips Canada Resources Corp.
Diane Boyd
East Coast Blues Society
Edmonton Humane Society
Enbridge Pipeline
Fort McMurray Firefighters
Four Feet Companion Foundation
Friends of Humane Society International
Government of Alberta
Greatergood.org
Hedco Group Inc (John Wilson)
Jim Davidson
Kinsmen Club of Fort McMurray
Laura Wilkinson
Lorie Clarke
Margerit Ria Berketa
Margret Barton
Match Drive Inc
Miskanaw Golf Club
Muriel Kathleen Don (Estate of)
Oakville & Milton Huname Society
Pet Smart Charities of Canada
Pet Valu Canada
Reg. Municipality of Wood Buffalo
Ron Caverly
Soaar Supporters of Alberta Animal Rescues
Suncor Energy Services Inc.
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
United Way of Fort McMurray
Willams Energy
Williams Companies, Inc
Winky Rides - Paws for Cause

The Fort McMurray Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is a non-profit
organization that relies on the generosity of the public to help cover the costs of all
our expenses. FInancial support is essential to cultivate and maintain not only the
basic costs, but to further develop our programs and initiatives.

HERO DONORS
A Circle of Angels Project
Acuren
Adrenaline Drive Dogs / Shirley Kerhof
Alberta Treasure Branch
Allan MacDonald
Ana Silva
Andryia Browne
Angie Fougere
Anne Brewster
Asby Moira
Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd.
Barbara Apgar
Barbara Sage
Barrhead Animal Rescue Society
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Benevity Community Impact Fund - RBC
Blair Fudge
Beverly Penny
Blair Lutes
Bone & Biscuit BBQ for Winky & Sandy
Brandon Rowsell
Brent Kilboy
Brian VanHumbeck
Byron Gould
Calgary Fdn/Mauro Family Flow through Fund
Cannabis Growers of Canada
Cat Angel Networtk
Cathryn Janzen
Chris Flett and Christina LeBlanc
Cindy Guitard
Clarenville Area SPCA
Cloverdale Veterinary Hospital Riverview NB
Coldek Contracting Ltd

$4999-$1000

Conrad & Rosemary Walker
Craig Coleman - Earls
Craig Danforth & Arianna Mancini
Dartmouth Vet Hospital, Dartmouth NS
Dave Zinck
David Rowland
Dawn Gillis
Dianne McIsaac
DJs Yablonski Auto Body Ltd Wadene SK
Doreen Cole
Dr. Carolyn Levitz
Dustin Delegrade
Dustin Rickman
Earl's Restaurant - FMM Airport
Edna North
Elaine Galliott
Elmworth School, Elmworth AB
Enbridge Inc
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Enterprise Rent a Car
First General Services (London - Middlesex)
Fort McKay First Nation
Fort McMurray Housing Inc.
Fundy Veterinarians Ltd.
Garry Rennie
Gilles Heizinga
Gregory Menchenton
Habitat for Humanity Wood Buffalo
Helen Arong
Hope in Christ Ministries
IAABC
Ian Noble
J Scalzo Arnold

Jane Eastmure
Janice Imrie
Jason Wheeler
Jenn Simmons
Jennifer & Andrew Thorne
Jennifer March
Joanne Hogg
Jodi-Rae Lataur
John MacGowen
Joseph Siembida
JT Neal
Judy Saramaga
JV Driver Group
Karen Bentley
Kearl Oil Sands bottle recycling
program/Shelly Larose
Keith Larden
Ken Holmes
Kim Matchem - Confessions of a
Rescue Mom
Kimberley Hollinshead
L. Hamilton
Labatt Slo-Pitch League
Landtran Express Inc.
Leona DeBoer
Linda & Clarence Oliver
Linda Anscomb
Linda Olivier
Lisa Schaldemose
Lori Egger
Margaret Dunnett
Mark Hannah
Matthew Rideout
Megan Armstrong
Mike Allen

thank you
TO OUR

HERO DONORS
MNP LLP
Moef Tamerth Pitre
Moira Ashby
Motion Canada
Mountain View Veterinary Hospital
Langley BC
Nait Academic Staff Association
Ontario SPCA
Patricia Koval
Paula Gould
Paula Sceviour
Pets + Us, Ptz Insurance Ltd
Porsche Club of America-Wild Rose
Region
Primaris Management Inc.
Printing Unlimited
Raylene Kellock
RC Products LTD
Rebecca Dyck

WHO FIND THEMSELVES AT OUR DOOR

4199 total donations
made in 2016
66 Kennel Sponsors
19 Paws Plan monthly
donors

$4999-$1000

Rita Peters
Rogers Insurance North Ltd
Ron Brenneman
Ronald Lee
Rosebrier 4H Club
Ryan Nerada
Samantha Lowe
Sandra & Liam Burgess
Sarah Holden
Scalzo Arnold
Schaldemose and Associates Inc
Shauna Durelle
Shell Albian Sands - Green Bottle Deopt
Shell Albian Sands (Fort McMurray Env.
Committee)
Shelly Yuill
South Paw Animal Hospital
Steve Seixeiro
Stuart Olson

CARING FOR THE ANIMALS

Stubbs Obedience
Sturgeon Valley Cosmopolitan Club
Suncor Energy
Susan Zukiwsky
Taber Citizens Patrol Association
Tamara Vathje
Tara Clarke
The Blues Can
Thu Huyen - Corinna Vu
Tiffany Walters
Trail Blazers
Trans Canada pipelines & ATB Financial
Trina Soles
Trudy Power
True Stud Contracting
Twila Goosney
Vancouver Animal Wellness Clinic
Warehouse One
Work Here And Lonely Cloud

how you can help
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a differen ve lives
d makesand helps sa

this car

or a member business

ER
MEMBards

rew
visit us
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The Membership program has new and improved
benefits for you, your family and your company. The
real winners in this program are the animals you will
be supporting. Upon purchasing your membership,
you will simply need to show your membership card
to receive your membership benefits. You can also
become a member business and offer special
rewards or discounts to FMSPCA members! On
behalf of all the animals you are supporting, a huge
thank you.

s!

reward

siness
a
for bu
spca.c
www.fm

online

SPONSOR
A KENNEL

AND HELP PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN
UNTIL THEY FIND THEIR FOREVER HOME

-CYPRESS-

thank you to our sponsors

You help to make our programs and events possible so that we can be
a safe haven for animals in our region.
1230695 Alberta ltd
Bibeau GM Enterprises
Gamehost LP/Boomtown Casino
Helen Arong
HSE Integrated
Kyle Taback
Printing Unlimited

ProNet Solutions
Rebecca Dyck
Regional Recreations Corporation of
Wood Buffalo
Suncor Energy Services Inc.
Sutton Group Fort McMurray

Recycling beverage
containers can save lives
and shelter homeless
animals when you do it at
the Fort McMurray SPCA!

WE USE THE PROCEEDS
TO SHELTER AND
RESCUE HOMELESS
ANIMALS

It’s easy!
1. Save your recyclable beverage containers
2. Bring them to the bins at the
Fort McMurray SPCA

-LASSIEadopted November 2016

adopted March 2016

BECOME a member

reduce, recycle
and rescue

BECOME A MONTHLY
PAWS PLAN DONOR
JOIN US AT ONE OF
OUR FUNDRAISING EVENTS
JUNE 2017 - WINKY DAY
OCTOBER 2017 - MASQUERADE GALA

NOVEMBER 2017 - HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
learn more about how you can help online at www.fmspca.ca

Email us to ask how to
recycle at your
office, business or workplace
to benefit the shelter!
info@fortmcmurrayspca.ca

he inspired me
to begin volunteering
at the FMSPCA. He’s taught
me patience; he taught me
that it was possible to
build that special bond
again after the loss of my
childhood dog. He inspired
me to share his story,
how it took us time
to get to where we are
today for him to get
comfortable, trust and open
up to us. We love him,
he’s such an important
part of our

family

We could not do what we do
without the hundreds of
people who volunteer –
whether you volunteer an
hour a week or three hours a
day, at an event or with your
company, everyone is needed.
At the Fort McMurray SPCA, we
believe that each volunteer who
helps at the shelter, fostering,
fundraising, transporting, walking
dogs, as a corporate group and
the myriad of other jobs we need
done, makes a huge difference in

WE LOVE
OUR

volunteers

and all of YOU who support our events
the life of our rescued animals.
thanks to our community for joining us at our fundraising events
Our volunteers spend over a
thousand hours a year helping to
maintain operations so that we
can continue to help more needy
and homeless animals.

You helped us 'bake a difference' for National Cupcake Day raising over $11,250!
You came to Snye Park in April to pledge your
support in fighting animal neglect and cruelty. We
walked together with our four-legged family members to raise essential funding for our Isabella
Paws Fund so that animals could get the medical
intervention they need when they need it.

365 volunteers donated
1253 volunteer hours in 2016

-ROLOand his human Kim
adopted June 2011

-BECKETTand her human Terri
adopted September 2012

“

Beckett is the first dog we’ve
ever had and there was no
other consideration other than
adopting from a shelter. She is
hands down my best friend, the
inspiration for my pet sitting
business and the reason I
volunteer on the FMSPCA
Board of Directors.

You got gussied up, donned your mask and enjoyed
an elegant evening at our Masquerade Gala which
raised funds to provide our clinic with a new x-ray
machine valued at over $40,000.
And you stopped into the shelter during our Holiday Open House to sponsor a kennel, buy a direct
benefit card for a shelter pet and share some holiday cheer.

thanks for

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

“

KEY LEARNINGS
2016

ANNUAL
REPORT

from 2016

IN-SHELTER VETERINARIAN CLINIC
that is utilized by participating rescue
veterinarians and support personnel to
triage and treat animals being taken into
care is invaluable. Having access to shelter
and treat animals under one roof is essential
both during emergency situations for the
safe stay and evacuation rescued pets and
regular operations for the care and wellness
of the animals that find themselves at our
doors.
WE LEARNED 90% OF THE RESPONSE
AND FUNDING SUPPORT YOU WILL
NEED COMES AFTER THAT RESCUE. The
ongoing, long-term support of pet owning
households is imperative. Pet surrenders,
new programming and service needs over
an extended period of time should be
included in your emergency and recovery
planning. RESOURCES AND SUPPORTS,
SUCH AS WELLNESS INTERVENTION
INITIATIVES FOR STAFF who may themselves be impacted by the disaster and can
experience PTSD and COMPASSION
FATIGUE.
PET COMPANIONSHIP PLAYS
AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN PET
OWNING HOUSEHOLDS IN
RMWB
Almost 90% of our community
survey respondents indicated that
pet companionship provided
DIRECT BENEFITS to their wellbeing during and after the
wildfire.
Common themes
included helping with anxiety,

OUR
COMMUNITY
IMPACT SURVEYS to
assess immediate needs
and further determine
supports that would be
required by the community throughout recovery
has been an invaluable
tool. The FMSPCA continues to reach out to hear
directly from regional pet
owning households. Some
of what we learned was
not what we had been
advised nor anticipated
would take place during
and post disaster which
has resulted in us creating
programming for specific
community needs that
have
been
identified
rather than us basing
responsiveness on experiences from other communities.

depression,
stress
relief,
emotional support, stability and
overcoming fear. Many parents
commented on the direct benefits
pets had on their children. Pet
companionship is an important
social support for pet owning
households in RMWB and is an
important
consideration
for
future emergency response plans
in the community.

our strength
The FMSPCA serves to
strengthen the understanding
of the relevance and need for
the humane treatment of
animals; an integral part of
enhancing the overall wellbeing of all members of our
community.

-BUSTERadopted November 2016

