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n 2012 the Fort McMurray Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (FMSPCA) faced numerous challenges as the organization set out to focus on our strategic
plan and the pursuit of best practice in
animal care, community engagement
and education. I am so grateful to the
staff, volunteers and board of directors
whom through dedication, diligence
and hard work made our resulting successes possible.
This report will outline key achievements as well as introduce programs
and services designed to promote animal welfare, safe neighbourhoods and
accessibility to needed services as
identified by regional residents.

message

from the

Tara Clarke
Executive Director
Fort McMurray SPCA

board of
directors

On behalf of my fellow Board members, I am pleased to present this
year’s Fort McMurray SPCA (FMSPCA) annual report.
Your Board has worked hard this year
to continue providing guidance and
governance to the shelter, based on
our vision and strategic goals re-developed in late 2011.

I want to take a moment to acknowledge and thank those who have
helped our organization through the
year, including:
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This year the FMSPCA has laid a tremendous amount of ground work for
a bright and sustainable future as this
community continues to grow, the organization too will grow as we build
upon a 35 year legacy of providing
services to Wood Buffalo.
Thank you for your support and I look
forward to the future for the FMSPCA
and this great region.

• Our Executive Director,
for her leadership in the
organization
to tackle the
many obstacles that needed to be
overcome throughout the year;

• The great pride we have in the dedication of the staff and volunteers who
run a compassionate organization with
the welfare of the animals always at
the forefront of all they do; and

						

• The service of my fellow Board members, some of which are now completing their terms on the Board. Your contributions to the society, and to animal
welfare, are greatly appreciated.

George Rowe
President, Board of Directors, Fort McMurray SPCA
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our

mission

The Fort McMurray SPCA works to ensure all animals within the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo are humanely treated with dignity and respect always.

our guiding principles

• Accept responsibility for the welfare of animals in their control or custody.
• Protect animals from distress and ensure their welfare.
• Relieve or minimize distress to any animal whenever it occurs.
• Use animals only in ways to protect them from harm and suffering.
• Keep, maintain as well as transport animals safely in a manner appropriate to the species.

Animal Care by the Numbers

animal care in 2012

executive
message
from the
director

2012

Dog adoptions

282

Cat adoptions

219

Dogs born in shelter

9

Cats born in shelter

25

Dogs transferred to other shelters/rescues

0

Cats transferred to other shelters/rescues

0

Dogs transferred to FMSPCA from other shelters

0

Cats transferred to FMSPCA from other shelters

0

Dogs surrendered

38

Cats surrendered

21

Spays performed

118

Neuters performed

89

Dogs euthanized for behavior

2

Cats euthanized for behavior

0

Dogs euthanized for health reasons

6

Cats euthanized for health reasons
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did you
know?

the FMSPCA found
homes for 2
bunnies, a budgie,
and even a
ferret in 2012
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pediatric

spay & neuter

In November 2012 the FMSPCA
introduced the Pediatric Spay and
Neuter program. Previously all
animals in the shelter had to wait until
6 months of age to be spayed and
neutered. With the implementation
of this program spays and neuters
can be done as early as 2 months of
age. This ensures that all animals are
spayed and neutered at the FMSPCA
before being eligible for adoption.

petspeak

Petspeak was an initiative created in 2012 to give perspective
adopters more information about our resident animals. Petspeak
allows our animals to speak for themselves and tell people about
their personalities that the kennel staff get to see every day but the
public may not see when visiting the shelter.

In having
animals speak to
potential adoptive
families in their
‘own words’ the
advertisements also
reinforce the
FMSPCA’s belief that
our residents are
someBODIES, not
someTHINGS. Our
furry friends have
their own needs and
preferences which
need to be
considered in any
adoptive
relationship.

Calls/Complaints

2947

Dogs impounded

395

Cats impounded

96

Stray Dogs

256

Stray Cats

161

Dog Licenses

1292

Cat Licenses

390

The FMSPCA introduced 3 new
programs in 2012.
ASAP
(Animal 1 Safety
and
LOGO STYLE
Awareness Program) is aimed at
children in Grade 3 and teaches them
about bite prevention, how to safely
approach an animal and what to do if
they see an animal being abused.

did you
know?

The most
common dog
breeds to come
through the
shelter are the
Labrador
Retrievers,
Huskies and
Shepherds.

at the shelter with proceeds going to
the Isabella Paws Fund for neglected
and abused animals.

asap

The NAME Program (Northern
Animal
Management Education)
provides support and
resources to
rural and First Nation communities by
developing and facilitating accessible,
Animal Safety & Awareness Program
Furrytales is another program high impact spay and neuter clinics
dedicated to children.
and humane education and animal
Illustrated stories about
former advocacy
awareness
programs.
residents Izzy the dog and Cricket the This will result in the reduction of the
cat will provide children the opportunity domestic animal population and improve
to learn about the importance of animal living
conditions for both animals and
abuse
prevention
and2 proper care for residents.
LOGO
STYLE
new pets. These books will also be sold

12 puppies had
pediatric spay and
neuters in the last
two months of 2012

						

2012

new programs

did you
know?
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Animal Control by the Numbers

animal control 2012

“We believe that spay & neuter
programs help to control the
unwanted pet population, thereby
reducing needless suffering and
neglect of animals in our region.”

asap asap
NAME

The most
common breed
of cat to come
through the
shelter is the
Domesticated
Short Hair.

The

animal safety &
awareness program
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program

animal safety &
Northern Animal Management Education
awareness program
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pawsitive programs

HEY, HAVE
YOU HEARD? IT
WAS PRETTY
TOUGH GOING AT
FIRST ME BEING
FOUND IN A
DUMPSTER. BUT
THEN I GOT A
FAMILY AND A
NEW BROTHER
PETE. AND WHEN
ONE OF THEM
NEEDS TO TALK
ABOUT THEIR
DAY, I’M
ALL EARS

“

- ASIA

adopted 10-28-11

ASH PROGRAM

Did you know that refund deposits
from bottle donations account for 40%
of total annual shelter revenue?

able to provide
temporary homes
for 13 animals in
2012 who were in
abusive or violent
situations.

safe haven

“

companionship program

The Containers for Critters program
a home for senior felines that have been long term
residents of the shelter.
flourished in 2012 thanks in part to The Green
Did you know that
Animals, in particular cats help not only the elderly
Bottle Depot. Their weekly collection of the
overcome the pain of loneliness, but pets show
through the Nine
companionship and affection.
bottles and cans from the shelter as well as
Lives program, the
The SPCA will provide all necessary supplies and
services including food, litter, yearly vaccines,
FMSPCA provides
proper care training and health checks. An SPCA
the drop off bin they provided at their location
representative will visit foster homes on a monthly
basis. The SPCA assumes all responsibility for
all
necessary
has helped the number of containers being
the animal while in foster care; this includes any
medical care and products that maybe required
supplies
and
including the cost of medical services and transdonated and recycled increase exponentially.
port to veterinary clinics.
services including
Contact the SPCA to complete an application and
food, litter, yearly
Thanks to The Green Bottle Depot the
to learn more about this unique companionship
program for seniors.
vaccines,
proper
FMSPCA remains an environmentally
780-743-8997
care training and
conscious organization and other business
health checks?
in the region have followed in our
footsteps
ACCOUNT MANAGER: CHAD SADLER / PROJECT MANAGER: MELISSA REIS
Saving Animals
CHAD@DESIGNSHOPP.COM
/ 514.303.8327
by dropping off their bottles for donation and
from
recycling as well.
Domestic
FINAL
Special
thanks
to
Diversified
Violence
Through our ASH
Transportation, Suncor Energy and
Program ( Animal
Finning for your support of this important
Safe Haven) the
program!
FMSPCA
was

nine lives

The FMSPCA was able to provide companionship to one
elder in our community and provide a home for a senior
FMSPCA
feline
resident in 2012 enhancing quality of life
for our region’s seniors
through our Nine
The Nine Lives Companion Program was develLives program.
oped to provide companionship for the elderly and

A PERSON IS
THE BEST THING
TO HAPPEN TO
A SHELTER PET
ADOPT, AND BE
THAT PERSON

www.fortmcmurrayspca.ca

photo by Courtney Palmer
www.oceanofnoise.com

paws over 123 new volunteers and 14 new foster homes..
up!

The FMSPCA is lucky to have such a dedicated group of volunteers. Whether they are
walking dogs, grooming cats, helping at events or foster animals we truly appreciate their
efforts. Without their time and support we would not be able to help as many animals as we
do each year.
If our residents could talk they would all say Thank You as well, instead they will give a big
Paws Up to everyone who lent a hand. 2012.
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behaviour programs

dog walking clinic

board of directors

Learn how to walk a dog calmly on leash without pulling,
straining, and struggling. Consistency is the #1 rule for
dog training. The more people we have walking our dogs
consistently, the faster our dogs will learn.
Many people looking to adopt a dog ask if they are good
on a leash! Help us say “Yes!” more often.
Since it’s inception, we have trained 16 people in 2011,
9 people in 2012, and we already have 19 more for 2013.!

President
George Rowe
Vice President
Lisa Schaldemose

SAFER

In late 2012, the shelter started to implement the SAFER
Assessment program from the ASPCA. This assessment
helps us identify a dog’s potential for aggressive behaviour.
It also provides behavior modification protocols to help
resolve any issues found.
The SAFER Assessment is not a general temperament
test for things like high energy, low energy, and lifestyle
compatibility.
All dogs over 6 months of age are now being tested
using SAFER prior to release for adoption.

basic
manners

2012

Directors
Christina Traverse
Jesse Jones
Andryia Browne
Denise Dodds
Lynn Hannah

Treasurer
Raylene Kellock
Secretary
Jessica Wong

All staff are trained in basic
obedience handling techniques
and the results are paying off. We
have seen quicker adoption turn
around times and less injuries to
handlers.

giving animals that
have had no chance,
a second chance

your small change
can mean big change
for animals like Izzy who are homeless, abused or neglected

please give to the

Isabella
PAWS

to protect and give them
a voice, every penny counts!

fund

to assist abused &
neglected animals
in our region

www.fortmcmurrayspca.ca

After surviving one of the worst cases
of abuse ever seen by the Fort McMurray
SPCA...Isabella inspired us...
In honour of Izzy’s courage and will to survive the Isabella
Paws Fund was created in 2012 to assist abused and
neglected animals in our region.
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events

Two new annual fundraising events for
the FMSPCA made their debut in 2012.
Mayor Melissa Blake proclaimed April
23rd Animal Abuse
Prevention Day
in the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo.
Participants collected
pledges and
carried signs along the 5km walk route
in honor and memory of those who have
been affected by animal abuse.
The event was a success raising not
only awareness but $15,000 for the
Isabella Paws Fund for Abused and
Neglected Animals.
Modeled after the popular
reality TV show, Dancing with
the Stars Wood
Buffalo
paired local celebrities in a
fundraising dance competition
where
viewers both in the
audience and at home would
vote for their
favorite dancer
to win. Each vote collected was
a direct monetary donation to
the FMSPCA.
Title sponsor Sutton Group
tangoed their way to both top
spots in the competition with

sutton group - fort mcmurray

presents

Sean McFatridge winning the evening
and Lynn Edwards being awarded the
People’s Choice Award.
sutton group - fort mcmurray

presents

celebrating 35 pawsitive years
value they bring to the community
and those who reside within it.

I would like to take
this
opportunity to congratulate the
Fort McMurray SPCA as they
celebrate 35 years of serving this
community. The role they have
played over the past 35 years
should not be underestimated
as they have seen it change
and grow just as this region has
changed and grown.
The SPCA has a long and rich
history, and their contribution
to the Wood Buffalo region is
significant. They provide not only
emergency shelter for animals in
need, whether through Animal
Control or owner surrender,
but public education on animal
ownership.
Their
mandate
extends far past providing shelter
services. They advocate not only
for the animals in their care but
also for animals in the community
who may be subject to abuse or
neglect.
All non-profit organizations face
challenges, and those challenges
can be pronounced in a region
that is growing and changing
on a daily basis. The Fort
McMurray SPCA board, staff,
and volunteers have stepped
up to meet all those challenges,
and the organization has grown
alongside the community it
serves. The important services
they provide, including the
provision of Animal Control
services, are essential services
that should be recognized for the
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As the region has grown and
changed so have the services
the SPCA provides. Through
programs such as “Nine Lives”,
which matches senior cats with
senior citizens in our community,
and “Animal Safe Haven” which
provides temporary emergency
shelter to the pets belonging
to those community members
fleeing
abusive
domestic
situations, the SPCA continues to
meet and exceed their mandate
to serve the needs of animals
in the community. The services
they provide have positive
impact not only on the animals
in the community but also on the
community members who seek
their services in times of need.
Animal
ownership
enriches
the lives of the members of our
community. The Fort McMurray
SPCA provides assistance and
support to both community
members and the animals in
their care, and for 35 years they
have provided those services to
a growing and changing region.
They have provided volunteer
opportunities for hundreds of
community members, from those
who walk dogs to those who
participate in fundraisers such as
“Dancing With the Stars Wood
Buffalo”. Their tireless efforts to
ensure the well-being of animals
in our community and to foster the
human-animal bond is worthy of
celebration, and so I am pleased
to say thank you to the Fort
McMurray SPCA for all they do,
and congratulations on serving
our community for 35 years.

Don Scott
MLA Fort McMurray-Conklin

I would like to extend my
congratulations to the Fort
McMurray SPCA on their 35th
anniversary celebration this year.
It is an incredible milestone to
reach for such a long-standing
and important agency in our
region.
Since its inception in 1978, the
Fort McMurray SPCA remains the
only not-for-profit, no-kill animal
advocacy organization within the
Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo. Their goal is to ensure
that every animal is humanely
treated through protection, care,
public awareness and education.

more
surrenders, strays and
social problems associated with
pet ownership.
Already, the agency is burdened
by a huge demand for the
shelter’s service that is over
capacity with a long waitlist.

I would like to acknowledge and
thank the staff at the FMSPCA for
their hard work and commitment
in providing care and refuge for
homeless and neglected animals.
Their dedication is evident as
they are witness to some of the
most joyous and heartbreaking
moments at the shelter while
maintaining a professional front,
and I hold such tremendous
respect for them.

As the region embarks on
exciting new projects to revitalize
and develop our community to
alleviate growth pressures, it is
imperative that local supportive
agencies like the SPCA are
factored in as their work is crucial
to the vitality of our community.
We need to come together as a
community to actualize a plan
to ensure proper supports are in
place for the future.

As we look back and celebrate
the SPCA’s 35 years of work in
the community, we need to also
look to the future as the region
continues to grow and what this
means for the agency.

Meanwhile for the short term,
we can continue to support the
SPCA through their different
programs such as fostering and
adoption, or donating cash or
much-needed items. We all want
the Fort McMurray SPCA to
stay put and continue delivering
crucial services for our furry
friends.

The exponential growth the
region has experienced over the
last few years has presented
huge challenges for the SPCA,
and will continue well into the
future. The Regional Municipality
of Wood Buffalo’s most recent
census places the population at
just over 116,000 people, and is
expected to hit 200,000 by 2020.
The SPCA is anticipating this
growth pressure to trickle down
and contribute to the rise in pet
numbers in the community, which
will subsequently translate to

Again,
congratulations
on
achieving this important 35-year
milestone and to many more!
Sincerely,

Mike Allen

MLA Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo
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our supporters
NECFSA Children’s Services
Marcos Carvahlo
Carol Marcellus
Byron Poth
Joan Blamchary
Anna De Bolt
Barret Reaume
Lynn Hannah
Abdullah Rana
Maryam Atiqi
Ginalee Holmes
Keyano College Bookstore
Christian Churchill
Longshots
Mike Allen
Kalya McColm
TB Interioir Woodwork Ltd.
Chrissie Rozak
Monica Baczuk
Bea Bauer
Cynthia Larocque
Shawn DiFiore
Juanna De Jesus
Stefania Gaudet
Ronald Cox
Chris Harris
John Walton
Dwayne Doucette
Robert Hannah
Demmis McMurray
Kim Aitken
Lori Fraser
Shane Stoodley
Susan Andrus
Shirley & Tammy
Daphne Warren
Sarah Miller
Sheila Callan
Gene Kay
Don Karlson
Madonna Davis
Matthew & Stephanie Ford
Stephen Mullen
ATCO Epic
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McMurray Mini Storage
Daniel (Alyssa) Cunha
Alvin Dobbin
Josiane Tourigny
Jaguar Lounge
Barbie Saunders/Kyra Bluda
Boomtown Casino
RMWB Parks & Recreation Dept
Zellers
Aiden Vince
Ian Lawrence
John MacGowan
Michela Funk
Martin O’Brien-Kelly
Evan LeBlanc
Marilyn Moore
Kelly Spanier
Shirley Stapleton
Renee Higgins
Makayla Noseworthy
Gerry Roul
Hilary Payne
April Giles
Rob Roul
Lorraine Ward
Terry Hunt
Mark Donovan
Bob Jacobs
Adam Barker
Serge Roy
Gene Wiscombe
Hilary Payne
April Giles
Rob Roul
Lorraine Ward
Terry Hunt
Mark Donovan
Bob Jacobs
Adam Barker
Serge Roy
Gene Wiscombe
Mary Paron
Kendra Peters
Jennifer Courte

						

Kendra Wellwood
Tyson Raparay
Jamie Whitehead
Bradley Way
Julia Higgins
Trinda Hamlyn
Brian O’Keefe
Laurel Edney
Pat Lee
Darryl Bell
Kerry Atkinson
Cora Collins
Justin King
Joanne Korba
Stephanie Duncan
Matt Brace
Don Page
Chris Wheeler
Brenda Gray
Brodie
Gerald McDonald
Kim Parsons
Daphne Hollins
Jackie Sceviour
Gerry Schmid
W. King
Kevin Lodge
Mohamed Abdilaahi
UMB Foreman
Ryan Erickson
Pierre Jood
Glen Bungy
Ivan Simms
Wilson Pynn
Cody Lord
Nilesh
Wayne Dansereau
Hill Hiscock
Glenn Holland
Colin Lemay
Ken Connolly
Betty Quigly
Suad Abdillain
Tim Birkicht
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our supporters
Matt Harris
Jim Walker
Mike Buck
Schall
Elmo
Ralph M.
Ken R.
Mike Aenerhardt
Joanne Jones
Rosalie Nelson
Ruby Carroll
Matthew Carroll
Nick Rice
Nadine Emberley
Acklands Grainger
The Cat Rental Store
Aquarian Yogis
Employees of RMWB
Lois Barkely
Melanie Little
Nexen
Christa Lewis
Andrew Matthews
Kim Farwell
Elizabeth Hewlett
Paula Gould
Jolyne McKee
Rona Home Center
Lydia Lauzon
Sarah May-McKirron
Sienna & Kailey Poulin
Melissa Chartrand
Elyse & Jack Maher
Clark Luhning
Nadia & Fred Holesworth
Kristina Endel
Alfred Deaderich
Denise Ellsworth
Lisa Ronan
Ray & Beverly Paton
Veronica MacDougall
Adele, Larry &
Winnie Thomson
Jarrett Robbins
N. Blanchard
D&E Woodworkds Ltd.

Stonebridge Hotel
Alberta Genealogical Society
Jessica Masse
Cenovus Employee Foundation
Connie Duggan
URS Flint
Jackie LeBel
Diann Pellerin
Pinkney Properties
Emco Waterworks
Luc & Allison Gallant
Chad Lidstone
Gord Dumont
Debby Perreault
John Hicus
Janmesh Shah
Andre Bourque
Mladen Briski
Alistair Mackay
Sivakumar Thogarapalli
Rosalind Kean
Clean Harbours
Herb Smith
Rob Cowan & Erica Ward
Daniel Bridger
Suncor Technical & Reliability Group
Darrell Singh
Peter Kelly
IT Department of RMWB
Wade Hayes
Marlene Wycherley
Tianna Parmar
Ashley Smith
Milly Duare
Lesley Jardine
The Green Bottle Depot
Real Canadian Superstore
Miskanaw Golf Course
Mix 103.7
Country 93.3
KROCK
Rock 97.9
Lulu Photography Digital Artistry
& Design
Radisson Hotel

Heather Wannamaker Royal Lepage True
North Realty
Campbell’s Music
The Fort McMurray Today
Sutton Group Real Estate
Diversified
Fort McKay Group of Companies
Aurora Vet Clinic
The Mortgage Group
Wilson Industries
E&P Total Canada
Lakeshore Contractors Ltd.
Ackroyd LLP
Suncor
Atmosphere
Chatters Hair Salon
Inner City Diesel
TransCanada Pipelines
Stantec
Telus
Finning (Canada)
Aurora Law Office
Helen Arrong
Shourie Bhatia Barristers & Solicitors
Charlotte Roach
Golder & Associated Ltd.
Chipewayn Prairie Dene First Nation
ConocoPhillps
Paddy McSwiggins
CTM Contruction
Cassandra Slade
The Sawridge Inn & Conference Center
Foto Source
Generation Dance Studio
MacDonald Island Park
Keyano Theatre
100.5 K-Rock
Excess Salon
Fort McMurray Hotel Group
Muse

corporate sponsors
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how you
can help

become a member

ACCOUNT MANAGER: CHAD SADLER / PROJECT MANAGER: MELISSA REIS
CHAD@DESIGNSHOPP.COM / 514.303.8327

containers for critters

how to become a
foster home
The FMSPCA’s foster program is a temporary home
for animals in particular those to young, ill or unable
to cope in a shelter environment, though not residing
in our facilities these animals remain the responsibility
and property of the Fort McMurray SPCA. Any
veterinarian costs incurred or proper care supplies
needed while in foster care will be supplied by and
are the financial responsibility of the organization.
Animals suited to the foster program are most often
too young, need further socialization or require
special attention due to treatable illness and recovery
which prevents them from being ideal candidates for
adoption at the time.
Foster parents provide a safe and conducive
environment for the animals to mature, become
socialized and accustom to a home setting and heal
from existing wound and illness. If you are interested
in providing foster care or have questions regarding
the program contact us at 780-743-8997 ext.32
foster criteria
• Persons must complete and receive approval
prior to fostering the animal
• The living environment must be both safe and
clean to ensure the animals safety and health.
• Persons must have the ability to provide the level
of care necessary and specific to the animal.
• Persons must submit to any requests made on
behalf of the FMSPCA regarding the animals
wellbeing and care.
• Persons must surrender the animal to the SPCA
upon request.
• Primary foster care provider must 18 years of age
or older
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FINAL

The Fort McMurray SPCA is proudly
dedicated to caring for all animals
throughout our region. In 2012 our
team of staff and volunteers rescued,
rehabilitated and rehomed over a
thousand animals.
In addition to this our dedication to
educational programing continues to
grow to provide learning experiences
and contribute to teaching about
animal education to students
throughout the region.

The cost of providing these services
has now increased to over $1.5 million
per annum. We receive no government
funding and rely upon our supporters
to continue this vital work. We need,
and gratefully accept donations of
funds, sponsorship and supplies on
our wishlist updated regularly to reflect
our current needs.
Our organisation would
not exist without the
commitment of our valued
Society Members.
Members of the FMSPCA
help to secure the future
of our organisation and
we encourage you to ‘join’
and help us make a
difference for animals in
need.

t after
Ramzee came into the shelter jus
king for
New Year and is a sweet boy loo
a forever home
have senior, family rates available.
Children can join our Kids Club to
receive their own kids membership
card.
If you would like to know more about
becoming a member, including a full
list of rates, benefits and conditions,
please visit our website or phone
780-743-8997.

becoming a member or providing
annual giving allows the shelter to
provide the best quality services to
the over 1000 animals brought
into our shelter each year

Annual membership fees, (May – April)
are just $35 per adult and we also

Already a
member?
Please help us
‘spread
the word’ and
encourage
your family
and
friends to join
too!

www.fortmcmurrayspca.ca

make a donation

become a
sponsor

volunteer

The SPCA hosts several
events throughout the
year and having your
company become a
sponsor is a great way to
support our organization
and demonstrate your
corporate values to the
region. We also have
educational programs
and our annual gala as
well as family events
something for everyone!

If you would like to make a donation, please visit
our website and select the CanadaHelps button
to donate online to our shelter. Or you can drop
off cash or cheque to the shelter at 155 MacAlpine Cres in Gregoire.

Whether you want to help at the shelter, walk a
dog for a day or volunteer at one of our events,
we have an opportunity to match your interests
and your schedule! email: coordinator@fortmcmurrayspca.ca

						

2012 Annual Report Fort McMurray SPCA

